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Developing Nursing Capstone Project Format ‘Timely documentation of nurses notes’
How do we know this is a problem or issue?
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Timely documentation of nurses’ notes is sometimes a challenge in the practical world. The documentation of a treated patient is very important in the nursing field. Documentation provides proof that the patient was well taken care of in accordance with the set nursing standard. Documentation of nursing notes is also important as it is used as a tool in managing the patient and also setting up treatment protocol from the recorded information (Lippincott, 2018). Therefore it is important to timely record accurate and factual nurses’ notes. Over the year there have been a number of lawsuits filed against healthcare providers over misdiagnosis of patients due to bad documentation by the nurse. Loss of patient’s data is also another problem arising as a result of poor and untimely documentation of nurses notes (Lippincott, 2018).
Who needs the information about the problem or issue?
The nurse and the doctor need to be aware of the issue of timely nurse documentation. They need to know the importance of timely documentation and also the consequences of poor and untimely documentation. The hospital management also needs to know about timely documentation of nurse’s notes and their importance the patient, the practitioner, and the facility.
What are the possible solutions?
	There are three possible solutions to this problem. The first one is the adoption of electrical documentation of nurse’s notes. This will help avoid misplacement and loss of the paper notes by the nurses. The second solution is adopting a standardized way of documentation of nurses notes to avoid miscommunication between the nurses and the doctors. The third solution is training the nurses on timely documentation of factual and accurate notes (Medcom, 2019).
How will the dissemination of this researched information impact behavior?
	This research has information on how to improve on timely documentation of nurses note. Therefore the expected behavior change as a result of this research is either the adoption of better ways of documentation, for example, the electronic documentation or improving on the current ways of documentation.
Reflective journal
             During my work practice, I worked for a healthcare provider that used paper records to document nurse’s notes. I noticed several problems with this kind of documentation. The first problem was that it took too long to document a single patient. The manual feeling of forms and then taking them to the cashier for billing took too long. The second was that some nurses had poor handwriting. This made it difficult for some doctors to read their notes and sometimes even lead to the prescription of the wrong drugs. The third problem was that it was hard to retrieve the document for patients. For patients who have stayed in the facility for more than a week, it becomes hard to track their response to medication.	It is from this experience that I learned the importance of timely documentation of nurse’s documents. The patients’ health depends on this documentation and thus they should be clear, accurate and factual.
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